AVIVA ULSTER SCHOOLS CROSS COUNTRY, 3rd March  2010
City of Belfast Playing Fields, Mallusk
The Aviva Ulster Schools Championships, postponed from the previous week because of snow were a major success.  We were blessed with marvelous weather, an excellent course, great underfoot conditions and high quality performances from a large number of top quality young athletes.

There were many fine performances by both individuals and school teams in a series of races all of which were very competitive.  As expected Ciara Mageean, Assumption Ballynahinch, who is one of the most promising young athletes not only in this age group in our province but also in Europe, won the Senior Girls’ race with St. Genevieve’s, Belfast taking the team honours.  Stephen Kerr, St.Patrick’s, Armagh won the Senior Boys’ with St. Michael’s, Enniskillen winning the team trophy.
Emma Mitchell, Banbridge H.S. another highly promising young athlete was an impressive winner of the Intermediate Girls’ race, with Ballyclare H.S being the team winners.  In the Intermediate Boys’ three very talented young athletes, the Monaghan twins, St. Colman’s, Newry and Adam Ingram, Hazelwood College, Belfast,  each who have already had much experience and success in athletics competition  were involved in a very competitive race.  Andrew Monaghan was the eventual winner with Adam Ingram in second place and Patrick Monaghan in third.  Just last week end Patrick set a new 1500m record in the UK indoor championships in Birmingham.  St. Colman’s with the great advantage of having the Monaghan twins were the team winners.   

In the Junior Boys’ race Tom Magee, Gelngormley H.S. had a close tussle with Conor Christie Cross and Passion, Ballycastle in a very good race.  Both boys were most impressive and were well clear of the next best athletes.  St. Michael’s Enniskillen added the team trophy to that won by their Senior boys.    In the same age group the running was equally impressive but with the leading runners more spread out.  The Wilson girls, from Ballyclare H.S. (not related to each other) finished in 1st and 2nd and led the Ballyclare H.S to a decisive win.

N. Jones, St. Michael’s Enniskillen and O. Diamond St. Genevieves, Belfast won the Minor races with Victoria taking the Minor Girls’ team trophy and St. Malachy’s, Belfast the Minor Boys’ trophy.

The USSAA executive congratulates the athletes, their teachers, schools and coaches on the quality of their competition and also on their behaviour.  We are most grateful to the large number of teachers who officiated, the help give by the staff of Athletics NI, Mr. John Glover for commentary, Mr. Derek Mason, for the amplification, Mr. Derek Cowan for the computerized results and last but not least the City of Belfast ground staff for preparing and setting up an excellent course.
