SAINSBURY’S UK SCHOOL GAMES, N.E. ENGLAND

Darren Campbell, Olympic Champion and UK School Games Ambassador 2009 writes, "The Games are paramount to the success of future world champions... Some superstars will be born here... it replicates what happens at the Olympic Games, so if these young people get there they won't be scared. 

The Sainsbury's UK School Games is a multi-sport event for the elite young athletes from schools in the UK. A total of 1600 competitors will be part of a four-day Games environment designed to replicate the feel of a major event such as the Olympic Games, Paralympic Games and Commonwealth Games. The responsibility for the development and organisation of these Games lies with the Youth Sport Trust. 

Athletics is one of 10 sports, the others being Badminton, Fencing, Gymnastics, Hockey, Judo, Swimming, Table Tennis and Volleyball which will make up the programme of competition. The structure of the competition varies from sport to sport. For example hockey has 4 teams, England, Scotland, Wales and N. Ireland, under the title of Ulster, whereas in athletics there will be 8 teams, 5 English regional teams and one each from Scotland, Wales and N. Ireland. This year for the first time the competition title of each athletics team will be that of the major city in the region. Wales will compete under the title of Cardiff, Scotland under Glasgow and N. Ireland under Belfast, with the English regions competing under Bristol, Birmingham, Gateshead, London and Manchester. 

Our athletes like those in other sports will have what for many will be ‘a once in a life-time experience,’  being part of a major competition, living in an athletes’ village and being part of the opening and closing ceremony. The competition in athletics, which will involve almost a quarter of all of those at the Games, will be testing for most of our athletes, but will be a great opportunity for them to compete against the best in the UK. However, for a small number there is a realistic expectation that they will return home with a medal and hopefully some of which will be gold. 

The N. Ireland team has a good a mixture of experience, and many who are young enough to be considered again for next year’s event. The captains, Matthew Martin, Dromore H.S. and Chloe Boomer, Friends School, Lisburn, are 2 of 10 on the team who have already had the experience of being part of the UK School Games and 15 of the team are eligible to be considered for the team next year. A number of team members have competed for the Irish Schools team in SIAB home countries international athletics matches, Laura Casey, St.Michael’s Lurgan has competed in the tri-athelon Youth Olympics in Singapore, Sally Brown, Limivady H.S has competed for the GB and N.I. team in a major international IWAS (International Wheelchair and Amputee Sports Federation) event, and Katie Kirk has been selected to compete in the Commonwealth Games in India in October. 

Full details about the UK School Games and constantly up-dated results about all sports can be found in the UK School Games web site http://www.ukschoolgames.co.uk/ 

The N. Ireland Schools’ athletics team is listed below. 

Graham Moffett

Team manager

