UK SCHOOL GAMES LONDON 2012
In 2006 Sport UK  commenced a development in sport whereby youths would be given the opportunity to compete in a Multi Sports event with a ‘Major Games’ feel, such as taking part in the Olympics or the Commonwealth Games.  At these games all of the participants live together in ‘The Athletes Village’ for the duration of the event, 6th – 9th May for 2012.  In the 1st year there were 6 sports and there are now 12.

More information about the competition can be found on the UK School Games web site.

This year the event is being held in London with the competitions taking place in the stadia which will be used for the Olympic sports.  Athletics will be in the main Olympic Stadium with the competition taking place on Wed. 9th May.  Athletes will travel out on 6th and home again on the evening of 9th. This unusual date is because the dates previously used for the UK School Games would clash with the Olympics.

The different sports have there own type of organisation. In athletics the N. Ireland team will compete against Scotland, Wales and 5 English regional teams.  The age group is Under 17, but over 15 on 1st Sept 2012.  There will be 1 athlete per event. The organisation, management and selection of the N. Ireland team will be done by the USSAA executive committee.

Teams for the various sports have to be submitted before the end of February and all of those selected plus those submitted as reserves must have completed the electronic registration by the deadline date.

Selection criteria have been agreed for all athletics teams by the UKA Steering committee for the UK School Games. In summary, for N. Ireland that is results achieved in the Ulster Schools, Irish Schools and the Inter Provincial plus other events as supporting information.  Some of those in contention for places were Under 15 in last year’s competition and it is envisaged that other results will also be considered in selection.  This will include indoor events especially the championships in the Odessey, and other events being organised where indoor competition is not possible. Athletes who do not avail of these events will be placing themselves at a disadvantage in relation to selection.
A list of those who have achieved results worthy of consideration for selection, based on results from the last 2 years, has been sent to the teachers in charge of athletics in the relevant schools.  Athletes and/or their parents should check with their school and ask them to check with the USSAA Hon. Sec. Graham Moffett if clarification is required.

Graham Moffett

